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CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS AT PENN STATE

presents

SpokFrevo Orquestra 

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, October 21, 2014
Eisenhower Auditorium

The program will be announced from the stage.

The performance is presented without an intermission.

media sponsor

WPSU

The Center for the Performing Arts at Penn State receives state arts funding 
support through a grant from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state 

agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the National 
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.



SPOKFREVO ORQUESTRA
MAESTRO SPOK 

Bringing a traditional style of music into the twenty-first cen-
tury is no easy task. Virtuoso Inaldo Cavalcante de Albuquerque, 
better known as Maestro Spok, has achieved this on his United 
States debut—Ninho de Vespa (Wasp’s Nest). Spok is SpokFrevo 
Orquestra’s saxophonist, arranger, and musical director. He fronts 
a true big band with saxophone, trumpet, trombone, rhythm 
sections, bass, and guitar. Spok has assembled the seventeen-
piece orchestra, performing what is arguably Brazil’s most cre-
ative music—frevo—and infusing it with the spirit of jazz. Just 
as the Buena Vista Social Club served to shine a light on the 
legacy of the great players of Cuban music, Ninho de Vespa’s 
guest performers include many of the legendary musicians from 
Pernambuco, Brazil, the birthplace of frevo.

Ninho de Vespa will be released one week from today, on 
Motema Music, as the orchestra performs on a multi-city tour 
that includes stops in Boston, New York City, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Iowa City, and St. Louis.

Much more than a style of music, frevo’s combination of music 
and dance—with the uniquely Brazilian hybrid of martial arts 
and dance known as capoeira—represents the wealth of imagi-
nation and originality that is at the heart of Brazilian culture. Its 
vivid, frenetic, and vigorous rhythm stems from the amalgam of 
several music genres such as march, Brazilian quadrilha, polka, 
and pieces from the classical repertoire. All of those elements 



can be found among Ninho de Vespa’s thirteen tracks, which 
include compositions from leading lights of Brazilian music—Dori 
Caymmi, Jovino Santos Neto, and Hamilton de Holanda.

“The fact that these songs were mostly unknown was definitely 
a factor that made us choose them, but it’s also true that there 
just aren’t that many frevos on the repertoires of Dori, Jovino, and 
Hamilton,” Spok says. “Ninho de Vespa,” by Dori and Paul Cesar 
Pinheiro, was released in the early 1990s and is representational 
of what we want to promote in Brazil—to have composers from 
several states and of different origins composing frevos. This 
is why we chose songs from composers who were not from 
Pernambuco: Hamilton and Jovino are from Rio de Janeiro. 
Nelson Ayres is from São Paolo.” 

SpokFrevo formally emerged as a group in 2003, but its roots 
go back at least another decade. In the northeastern state of 
Pernambuco, from which frevo emerged more than 100 years 
ago, the genre was performed mainly during street festivals. 
The orchestra adds a new dimension to frevo, moving it from its 
supporting role to that of a leading actor, shedding light on its 
original texture and complex playing techniques, while remaining 
faithful to its more traditional origins. Succinctly, the group breaks 
patterns and reinvents tradition without subverting it.

Spok provides a bit of historical background to the orchestra’s 
evolution of the style. 

“Originally, in Recife, frevo was essentially music for danc-
ing, played by orchestras in clubs in the months that preceded 
Carnival and in the streets during Carnival itself. People usually 
didn’t pay as much attention to the musicians or the arrange-
ments as they did to how well the groups could reproduce the 
classics,” he says. “Felinho was a saxophone player in the famous 
orchestra of Maestro Nelson Ferreira, who began improvising dur-
ing their performances. That sparked a major revolution in the 
way that frevo was played since, for the first time, people began 
to notice an individual musician’s performance. As frevo musicians 
today, we have been very influenced by the bold approach that 
Felinho took, showcasing his performance instead of just being 
part of a party orchestra.”



MUSICIANS
Spok	 			 
alto and soprano saxophones

Carlos “Kebinha” Cléber		
alto saxophone

Gilberto Pontes			 
tenor saxophone

Rafael Santos	 		
tenor saxophone

Enok Chagas			 
trumpet

Augusto França			 
trumpet

Flavio Santana			 
trumpet

Erico Verissimo			 
trumpet

Elci Ramos				  
trombone

Marcone Tulio	 	 	
trombone

Adonis Garcia	 		
trombone

Thomas de Lima	 		
trombone

Hélio Silva	 			 
bass

Renato Bandeira			 
guitar

Adelson Silva	 		
drums

Augusto Silva	 		
drums

Dedé Simpatia			 
percussion

Rogerio Andrade			 
sound designer

Luiz Barbosa	 		
tour manager

Norberto Teixeira			 
backliner	 	

CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS AT PENN STATE

COLLECTION FOR MILITARY TROOPS
The Dear Hero Program, a Penn State undergraduate student organization, has bins 

in the Eisenhower Auditorium lobby through October 29 to collect items 
for military personnel serving overseas. 

Drop off donations weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or on the nights of performances. 

Go to cpa.psu.edu and click on the DEAR HERO COLLECTION banner 
for a list of suggested donation items.



CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS AT PENN STATE

CYRILLE AIMÉE
7:30 P.M. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12

SCHWAB AUDITORIUM

cpa.psu.edu I 814-863-0255  

Brussels Jazz Orchestra
BJO’s Finest and Graphicology
Belgium’s lone professional jazz big band co-performed the music 

for the Oscar-winning best picture, The Artist. 

In 2013, the orchestra celebrated its twentieth anniversary with BJO’s 
Finest–Live, a CD of songs composed and arranged by band members. The 
first set of the orchestra’s concert offers music inspired by that recording. 

After intermission, the band performs Graphicology, its collaboration 
with graphic novelist Philip Paquet. The writer selected existing stories 

and created two new ones for the project. Six composers penned an 
accompanying soundtrack. The stories were edited into original videos 

that are projected while the orchestra performs the soundtrack.

7:30 P.M. THURSDAY, MARCH 19 | EISENHOWER AUDITORIUM     
On sale now!   cpa.psu.edu | 814-863-0255
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7:30 P.M. TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 17
EISENHOWER AUDITORIUM

ON SALE NOW!

cpa.psu.edu
814-863-0255

The iconic British vocal ensemble pays homage to the 
intersection of popular, jazz, and Broadway music that 

dazzled the airwaves for much of the twentieth century.

The King’s Singers
Great American 
Songbook
Savor a cappella settings of classic songs 
by the likes of Cy Coleman (“The Best is Yet 
to Come”), Richard Rodgers (“My Funny 
Valentine”), Cole Porter (“I’ve Got You Under 
My Skin”), Harold Arlen (“I’ve Got the World 
on a String”), Irving Berlin (“Cheek to Cheek”), 
and Jerome Kern (“I Won’t Dance”).
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Amy Greenberg and Richard Doyle
Bill and Connie Hayes
Steven L. Herb and  

Sara Willoughby-Herb
Nancy L. Herron
Lam and Lina Hood
Cindy and Al Jones
James and Bonnie Knapp
James and Barbara Korner
John and Michelle Mason
Patrick W. and Susan N. Morse
Marcia and Bill Newton
Steve and Anne Pfeiffenberger
Jack and Sue Poremba
Patricia Hawbaker Quinlivan
Andy and Kelly Renfrew
Shirley Sacks
Russell and Jeanne Schleiden
Paul and K. C. Sheeler
Vaughn and Kay Shirk
Susan and Lewis Steinberg
Marilynne W. Stout
Kenton Stuck
Elizabeth Trudeau
George and Debbie Trudeau
Mark and JoAnne Westerhaus
Mary Jane and William Wild
Charlotte Zmyslo

Partner

$250 to $499

Steve and Chris Adams
William W. Asbury
Dr. Deborah F. Atwater
Sven and Carmen Bilén
Alan Brown
Richard W. Bryant

Members
The Center for the Performing Arts recognizes the following members 
for their support. For information on the membership program or 
how you may contribute to the Center for the Performing Arts, please 
contact Dave Shaffer at 814-863-1167 or DaveShaffer@psu.edu.

Leadership 
Circle

$3,000 and more

Lynn Sidehamer Brown
Mimi U. Barash Coppersmith
Marty and Joan Duff
Blake and Linda Gall
Robert and Helen Harvey
Bob and Sonia Hufnagel
Richard and Sally Kalin
Dan and Peggy Hall LeKander
Barbara Palmer
Dotty and Paul Rigby
Louis P. Silverman and 
	 Veronica A. Samborsky
George and Nina Woskob

Director’s
Circle

$2,000 to $2,999

Patricia Best and Thomas Ray
Lynn Donald Breon
Janet Fowler Dargitz and  

Karl George Stoedefalke
Rod and Shari Erickson
Edward R. Galus
Arnold and Marty Gasche
Donald W. Hamer and Marie Bednar
Beverly Hickey
Honey and Bill Jaffe
Kay F. Kustanbauter
Eileen W. Leibowitz
Tom and Mary Ellen Litzinger
Pieter W. and Lida Ouwehand
William Rabinowitz
Robert Schmalz

Encore
Circle

$1,000 to $1,999

Grace M. Bardine
Mary and Hu Barnes
Philip and Susan Burlingame
Edda and Francis G. Gentry
Richard B. Gidez
Judith Albrecht and Denny Gioia
David and Margaret Gray
Michael P. Johnson and  

Maureen Mulderig
Stan and Debra Latta
Benson and Christine Lichtig
Kenneth and Irene Mcllvried
Karen Scott Shearer
Jackson and Diane Spielvogel
Carol and Rex Warland
Terry and Pat Williams
David and Diane Wisniewski

advocate

$500 to $999

Pamela M. Aikey
Ned and Inga Book
Jack and Diana Brenizer
Sandra Zaremba and Richard Brown 
Richard Carlson and Lori Forlizzi
Joseph and Annie Doncsecz
Michael T. and Ann F. Dotsey
Steve and Sandy Elbin
Mark A. Falvo
Joel Gaesser
Nancy S. Gamble
John and Carol Graham

Bold listings represent members who 
increased their donations by 10 percent 
or more this season. Be Bold! Contact 
Dave Shaffer, assistant director for 
special programs, at 814-863-1167.



Roger and Corrine Coplan
Lee and Joan Coraor
Stephanie Corcino
Jo Dixon
Margaret Duda
Heather F. Fleck
Pamela Francis
Peg and Joe French
Catherine Greenham
Andrea Harrington
Ms. Sue E. Haug
Dawn E. Hawkins
Dale T. Hoffman
Christopher and Gail Hurley
John and Gina Ikenberry
Allen and Nancy Jacobson
Laurene Keck and Dave Sweetland
Chick King
John and Gretchen Leathers
Debra Leithauser
Fran E. Levin
Jack and Ellie Lewis
Dorothy and Kenneth Lutz
Richard D. Lysle
Jodi Hakes McWhirter
Susan and Brian McWhirter
Jim and Sharon Mortensen
Joe and Sandy Niebel
Eva and Ira Pell
Martena Rogers
Mike and Joan Roseberry
Sally L. Schaadt
Robert and Peggy Schlegel
Tom and Carolyn Schwartz
Dave Shaffer and Eve Evans
John and Sherry Symons
Shawn and Amy Vashaw
Gary and Tammy Vratarich
Barbara R. and Joel A. Weiss
Sue Whitehead
David and Betsy Will
Craig and Diane Zabel
Dr. Theodore Ziff
Cal and Pam Zimmerman

friend

$150 to $249

Lynn and Ellis Abramson
Shirley Allan
Anne and Art Anderson
Scott and Sandy Balboni
Dr. Henry and Elaine Brzycki
John Collins and Mary Brown
John M. Carroll and Mary Beth Rosson
George and Bunny Dohn
Steven P. Draskoczy, M.D.
Terry and Janice Engelder
Barry and Patti Fisher
Frank and Vicky Forni
Bob and Ellen Frederick
Andris and Dace Freivalds
Charlie and Laura Hackett
Elizabeth Hanley and  

Patrick Kolivoski
John Lloyd Hanson
Betty Harper and Scott Sheeder
Proforma LLH Promos, LLC
Tom and Ann Hettmansperger
Jim and Susan Houser
Steven and Shirley Hsi
Anne F. Hummer
Daniel and Kathleen Jones
Ed and Debbie Klevans
John F. Knepp
Harry B. Kropp and  

Edward J. Legutko
Thomas Kurtz and 
	 Grace Mullingan-Kurtz
Mark and Theresa Lafer
Fred and Louise Leoniak
Sharon and David Lieb
Bob and Janice Lindsay
Herb and Trudy Lipowsky
Jane and Edward Liszka
Nancy and John Lowe
Sandy and Betty Macdonald
Helen Manfull
Deborah Marron 
Betty McBride-Thuering
Sherren and Harold McKenzie
Tom Caldwell Memorial Fund
Don Miller
June Miller

Gary and Judy Mitchell
Betty and John Moore
Chris and Bobbie Muscarella
Robert F. and Donna C. Nicely
Claire M. Paquin
Guy and Grace Pilato
Andrew and Jean Landa Pytel
Ed and Georgia Reutzel
Phil and Judy Roberts
Susan J. Scheetz
The Shondeck Family
Donald Smith and Merrill Budlong
Allan and Sherrill Sonsteby
Carol Sosnowski and  

Rosemary Weber
Barry and Ellen Stein
JoLaine Teyssier
James and Deena Ultman
Stephen and Jennifer Van Hook
Nancy and Wade VanLandingham
Alice Wilson and Friends
Carl and Sharon Winter
David L. and Connie Yocum

the jazz train

$250 and more

Help us continue to present world-class 
jazz artists by becoming a member of
The Jazz Train. For details, contact Dave 
Shaffer at DaveShaffer@psu.edu or 
814-863-1167. 

William W. Asbury
Patricia Best and Thomas Ray
David and Susan Beyerle
Lynn Donald Breon
Lynn Sidehamer Brown
Philip and Susan Burlingame
Lisa and David Coggins
Gordon and Caroline DeJong
Jim and Polly Dunn
Edward R. Galus
Arnold and Marty Gasche
Charlene and Frank Gaus
John  and Michelle Groenveld
Lee Grover and Anita Bear

partner (cont’D)

$250 to $499



Endowment 
Contributors
$150 and more

We recognize the following donors who have contributed to endow-
ments at the Center for the Performing Arts in the past year. For more 
information about how to contribute to existing endowments, contact 
Dave Shaffer at 814-863-1167 or DaveShaffer@psu.edu.

John L. Brown Jr. and Marlynn Steele Sidehamer  
Endowment

The Sturtz-Davis Family

Nina C. Brown Endowment
Pamela M. Aikey

Richard Robert Brown Program Endowment
Richard Brown and Sandra Zaremba

Norma and Ralph Condee Chamber Music Endowment
Robert and Dorothy Cecil
William F. and Kathleen Dierkes Condee

Honey and Bill Jaffe Endowment
Honey and Bill Jaffe 

McQuaide Blasko Endowment
Mr. and Mrs. James Horne

Penn State International Dance Ensemble Endowment
Elizabeth Hanley and Patrick Kolivoski

Steven L. Herb and  
Sara Willoughby-Herb

Anne and Lynn Hutcheson
Honey and Bill Jaffe
Brian and Christina Johnson
Michael P. Johnson and  

Maureen Mulderig
Cindy and Al Jones
Nicholas and Carolyn Kello
Robert Martin and Kathy Weaver
Kathleen D. Matason and  

Richard M. Smith
Randi and Peter Menard
Dr. Marla L. Moon
Wilson and Maureen Moses
William and Annemarie Mountz
Larry and Kelly Mroz
Jack and Sue Poremba
Sally L. Schaadt
David and Ann Shallcross-Wolfgang
Dan and Melinda Stearns
Dennis W. and Joan S. Thomson
Dan and Linda Treviño
Barbara R. and Joel A. Weiss
Charlotte Zmyslo

vision
Enriching lives through inspiring experiences

mission
The Center for the Performing Arts provides a context, through 
artistic connections, to the human experience. By bringing artists 
and audiences together we spark discovery of passion, inspira-
tion, and inner truths. We are a motivator for creative thinking 
and examination of our relationship with the world.



Front cover photos: 1. Regina Carter © 2010 Rahav Segev/
Photopass.com 2. Cirque Alfonse in Timber! Frederic 
Barrette 3. Joshua Roman © Tina Su 4. MAMMA MIA! 
MAMMA MIA! North American Tour © 2013 Kevin Thomas 
Garcia 5. Brian Stokes Mitchell © Richard Termine 6. Takács 
Quartet © Ellen Appel 7. Aspen Santa Fe Ballet 
Rosalie O’Connor 8. BASETRACK Live 9. Tafelmusik 
Baroque Orchestra in The Galileo Project Glenn Davidson 
10. SpokFrevo Orquestra 11. Ani Kavafian, Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center Bernard Midich
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MOSCOW 
STATE SYMPHONY 

ORCHESTRA 
Joshua Roman, cellist

Pavel Kogan, conductor
7:30 P.M. TUESDAY,

NOVEMBER 11 
EISENHOWER AUDITORIUM

sponsors
Dotty and Paul Rigby
Bob and Ruth Murray

cmp.psu.edu
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